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Introduction: Angela Smith

• Conservationist, photographer, writer, 
filmmaker, researcher and explorer 

specializing in endangered species and 
the founder of the nonprofit 

Shark Team One
• National Geographic writer, 
photographer and photojournalist

•   Grew up on the coast of Maine and 
started learning about the ocean with her 
family as a kid. First article written about

environmental issues in 
4th grade - so just follow your dreams!
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• Sharks have been on the planet for 450 Million 
years (they have evolved as perfect predators)

• Sharks keep the oceans in balance

• They help to keep valuable fish populations 
healthy and abundant

• Killing sharks hurts fisheries

• Sharks are very valuable to dive tourism

What we know…overview
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Why are sharks in trouble now?

• Tens of millions of sharks are being killed every 
year…mainly for their fins (70 – 100M)

• Sharks reproduce very slowly and cannot recover 
from fishing pressure like other fish
(Some species take 20 years to reach maturity)

• Shark populations are collapsing throughout the 
world

• Over one-third of all sharks, skates and rays are 
threatened with extinction
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(Any type of plant or animal that is in danger of 
disappearing forever.)
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KEY to Endangered Classifications:

Near Threatened = Likely to become endangered in the near future
Vulnerable = High risk of becoming endangered in the wild
Endangered = High risk of extinction in the wild = whale sharks
Critically Endangered = Extremely high risk of extinction in the wild

Conservation evaluation global standards by – The IUCN Red List of 
Threatened Species™
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Student mentorship, school seminars, 
undergraduate & graduate career projects
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In field training - we learn ecology, about local 
ecosystems, how to help save sharks.
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• We see 10’ – 55’ whale sharks 
• Our average is 25’ to 35’ whale 
sharks in our study groups

• Whale sharks may live to be 
around 70 to 100 years old! 
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Whale sharks are filter feeders. They can 
process more than 1500 gallons of water an 
hour through their gills. Although its mouth 
can stretch to five feet wide, a whale 
shark’s teeth are so tiny that they can only 
eat plankton, fish eggs, small fish and 
crustaceans by using their gill rakers as a 
suction filter.
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Here are a few:
• Ship strikes
• Loss of food resources due to climate change (weather events and warming 
waters)
• Shark finning 
• Inadequate marine protected areas – (we need more)
• Marine debris & plastic pollution as cause of death 

Whale sharks are in decline worldwide with newly calculated losses of greater 
than 50% species decline over the last 75 years!

Whale Shark Conservation Issues:
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Whale Shark Issues – fin damage
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Sharks fins being virtually tagged for 
AI impact study.
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•  SPEAK UP FOR SHARKS – learn more about      
them so you can inform others.
•  Become a shark advocate. 
•  SUPPORT LEGISLATION – join the effort to 
create sanctuaries, stop overfishing and the 
trade of shark fins.
•  VISIT A SHARK – support responsible shark 
diving and ecotourism.
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• Find out about the threats facing sharks.
• Create a positive image for sharks.
• Inspire your friends to help save endangered 
shark species.
• Participate in community programs.
• Follow a career in marine biology, 
conservation, underwater photography, 
filmmaking, photojournalism or any of the 
marine sciences.
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Sample USA colleges with marine biology programs:
Nova Southeastern University – Florida

Stony Brook University
University of Miami

Duke University
College of the Atlantic - Maine

California State University Monterey Bay
California State University Long Beach

University of California Los Angeles
University of New England at Biddeford

University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
University of Hawaii at Hilo

University of Oregon

Specific areas of study may be: biology, oceanography, ecology, physiology, 
biochemistry, genetics, zoology, environmental science, natural resource 

management, etc.
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Founder, Angela Smith with 10-year-old 
Jonathan, our youngest citizen scientist so far!



Slides copyright Shark Team One

http://www.sharkteamone.org/
mailto:angela@sharkteamone.com
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